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SERGIU IUNCU: FARMERS SHOULD 
BENEFIT FROM ALL COMPACT 

OPPORTUNIT IES

What are the major achievements  
of your project in 2013?

For the Transition to High-Value 
Agriculture project the year 2013 was 

crucial. Several key events took place in every project 
activity: irrigation sector reform, rehabilitation of the 
irrigation systems, facilitation of the access to funding, 
and growing high-value sales.

I will talk about the most relevant achievements. 
For the irrigation sector reform activity the event of 
the year was the transfer of the management of the 
irrigation systems from the Apele Moldovei Agency to 
Water Users’ Associations. This allows the farmers to 

plan the irrigation of their farmland depending on their 
needs, and to determine the price of the water used for 
irrigation. The management transfer is regulated by 
new legislation that defines the operation of the Water 
Users’ Associations. In my view, this is a critical process, 
especially since the transfer realized under the Compact 
is the first experience of this kind in Moldova and can be 
replicated by other Water Users’ Associations.

In terms of the rehabilitation of the irrigation systems, 
the major achievement this year was the completion 
of the selection of the construction companies and the 
start of the rehabilitation of the Criuleni and Lopatna 
irrigation systems (Orhei rayon).
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Rehabilitation contracts have been recently signed for 
the Jora de Jos, Puhăceni, Roşcani and Coşniţa irrigation 
systems on the Nistru River with the French company 
SADE, and the consortium of the Romanian companies 
Hidroconstrucţia and IAMSAT Muntenia, which also 
rehabilitate the Lopatna and Criuleni systems. The 
companies have already started mobilizing their 
equipment and teams and have become acquainted 
with the Water Users’ Associations that will join them 
in coordinating the construction works.

SADE will also rehabilitate the irrigation systems on 
the Prut River: Blindești (rayon of Ungheni), Grozești 
(rayon of Nisporeni), and Leova Sud (rayon of Leova).

The total price of the contracts signed so far for the 
rehabilitation of the irrigation systems is 66 million 
USD. The rehabilitation of six irrigation systems on 
the Nistru River and three systems on the Prut River 
will enable the irrigation of more than 9300 hectares 
farmed by about 8300 agricultural producers.

As for the Access to Agricultural Finance Activity, the 
Post-Harvest Credit Facility has been revised. First of 
all, the eligibility area was confined to the areas with 
irrigation systems rehabilitated with Compact funds, 
while the minimum amount of loans was reduced from 
50 thousand USD to 20 thousand USD so that small 
businesses, including businesses owned/managed 
by women, can also apply for them. Since December 
2011 when the Credit Facility was launched, 26 loans 
have been disbursed to 24 beneficiaries, amounting to 
more than 4.7 million USD. 

Twenty-one of them, amounting to about 3.7 
million USD (77.6%), have been disbursed for the 
construction, rehabilitation or re-equipment of cold 
storage for fruits/vegetables with a total capacity of 
about 18.7 thousand tons. Another 5 loans amounting 
to about 1.0 million USD (22.4%) have been disbursed 
for other purposes (sorting, processing or drying 
equipment for fruits and vegetables, equipment for 
the production of fruit wooden crates, etc.).

One of the major achievements of the Growing 
High-Value Sales Activity implemented by the ACED 
project (Agricultural Competitiveness and Enterprise 
Development) is the organization of the participation 
of Moldovan farmers in two international exhibitions 
in Germany and Russia. I should also mention the 
ongoing assistance ACED provides to businesses in 
modern production and marketing technologies. 

To what extent have you succeeded to do what 
you planned at the beginning of this year?

There is always room for improvement. We wish the 
construction works had started at all the irrigation 
systems in 2013, but there have been some unexpected 
issues that we had to deal with.

Nevertheless, we highly appreciate that the 
construction companies have mobilized quickly 
and started the works, and even exceeded our 
expectations. The construction companies managed 
to carry out some works at Lopatna and Criuleni 
before the temperature became too low. About 15 km 
out of 48 km of polyethylene pipes have been already 
installed, the old equipment has been removed 
and the consolidation of the premises of the pump 
stations has started.

What were the major challenges in 2013?
The major challenges were related to the 

rehabilitation of the irrigation systems. The designers 
found that the condition of the irrigation systems 
is much worse than it was 4-5 years ago when the 
feasibility studies were conducted. Changes were 
made in relation to the farmland. This is why the 
stage of technical design of the irrigation systems had 
been delayed for some months.

We coped with this challenge and now we have to 
work harder and in a more focused way to manage to 
rehabilitate the systems by the end of August 2015 
when the implementation of the Compact is expected 
to end.

What are the priorities of your project for 2014?
The major priority is to start the rehabilitation 

of the other irrigation systems. SADE and the 
Hidroconstrucţia and IAMSAT Muntenia consortium 
will start the fieldworks in the spring of 2014 at the 
Jora de Jos, Puhăceni, Roşcani and Coşniţa irrigation 
systems on the Nistru River. Similarly, SADE that 
will rehabilitate the Blindești, Grozești and Leova 
irrigation systems, is starting the construction works 
in the spring.

On the other hand, MCA Moldova announced the 
bidding for the rehabilitation of the Chircani-Zîrneşti 
irrigation system (rayon of Cahul). This is a very large 
irrigation system that covers about 4500 hectares of 
farmland with more than 1600 agricultural producers.

Hopefully we will have selected the construction 
company to rehabilitate this irrigation system by May.
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What should the people living in the areas of the 
irrigation systems expect?

The Compact provides funds not just for repair works, 
but also for the full rehabilitation and upgrading of the 
irrigation systems. All the agricultural producers that 
know that agriculture can bring consistent profits only 
if there is water for irrigation are aware of the benefits 
of a modern irrigation system.

The rehabilitation of the irrigation systems is much 
awaited by farmers both in the areas of the irrigation 
systems to be rehabilitated with the Compact funds 
and in other regions of the country.

As for the rehabilitation of the irrigation systems, 
it includes replacement of the electro-mechanical 
equipment inherited from the Soviet times with 
modern and efficient equipment, installation of 
electronic pump control equipment, replacement of 
85% of the water supply network with HDPE pipes 
(resistant to high pressure and with a useful life of 
about 100 years), and replacement of all the hydrants. 

Certainly, the premises of the pump stations will be 
also rehabilitated and mobile water meters will be 
installed.

I believe that the farmers in this area should fully 
benefit from training in modern production and 
marketing technologies and loans for post-harvest 
infrastructure, because to grow high-value products 
also means large amounts and high quality, and a cold 
storage increases the chances to sell the products 
both on the internal and external markets, especially 
given that the range of the investments eligible for 
the Compact Credit Facility is large: procurement, 
construction or re-construction of cold storage and 
associated land and/or procurement of cold storage 
equipment; procurement of sorting, washing, 
processing, drying, freezing, packing equipment for 
fruits, vegetables and/or grapes and juice production; 
procurement of quality control lab equipment; and, 
procurement of trucks meeting the EURO 5 or 6 
standards with thermo/cold storage semitrailers.
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W hat are the major achievements of  
 your project in 2013?

For the Road Rehabilitation Project 
the year 2013 was very active. In fact, 

it marked the launch of the construction works and the 
major works were carried out this year, when several 
construction sites were opened along the 93-km road 
segment.

The travellers had the chance to see the developments 
of works since the beginning of the year until November 
when the works were suspended because of the onset of 
winter and low air temperatures.

Among the major works carried out this year is the 
construction of the Sarateni grade separation – an 
impressive construction for the Moldovan roads, and 
construction of a new railway bridge near the town of 
Ghidești that will have several lanes and will help prevent 
car accidents. The reconstruction and consolidation of 14 

bridges on this road segment also started this year.
I should also note the works that started on the Soroca 

bypass road targeting the landslides that strongly damaged 
the road and threatened the road safety. The works include 
construction of 212 piles with a diameter of 80 cm drilled at 
a 17-m depth that will prevent landslides and construction 
of 500 m of closed drainage systems with manholes to 
reduce the underground water level, and so on.

To what extent have you managed to do what you 
planned for 2013?

Although at the beginning of the year our agenda 
seemed ambitious, I should say that we managed to 
do everything that we planned. Most of the planned 
earthworks for the relocation of the road axis at 
dangerous curves or construction of new lanes are 
done. The asphalt has already been laid on specific road 
segments altogether about 60 km long; that is, 2/3 of 
the total length.

ANATOL USATÎI: THE LAUNCH OF THE 
SARATENI-SOROCA ROAD WILL BE 
THE OUTSTANDING EVENT OF 2014 
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All these works were transparent and with high 
quality, meeting international standards and compliant 
with the Millennium Challenge Corporation procedures.

What were the major challenges in 2013?
There are many challenges in any infrastructure 

project. The major one, however, is the time constraints.
When the construction companies started the works 

in the field the inconsistencies with the technical 
design found caused the need for additional works. 
For instance, while originally only the bridges and 
culverts were expected to be restored, after they were 
disassembled we found that they were in disrepair 
and it was decided to build the bridges from scratch. 
As for the excavation works, a larger amount of soil 
was excavated than originally estimated. All these 
additional works have caused delays in contract 
execution that will have to be recovered in 2014.

Another challenge was the weather, because the low 
temperatures and rainfall threw off all the planned 
activities. The rainfalls in early summer this year 
caused the earthworks to stop.

I carefully watched the communication between 
the construction companies and communities 
made possible due to the Social Impact Monitoring 
Committees created in every locality. This mechanism 
helps deal with any misunderstanding in a timely 
manner.

What are your project’s priorities for 2014?
The major objective for 2014 is to successfully 

complete the rehabilitation works. According to the 
contracts signed with the construction companies, 
the works will complete in July 2014, when the defect 
notification period starts. Hopefully, we will achieve this 
objective with no deviations.

I am sure in the road infrastructure sector the launch 
of the Sarateni-Soroca road will be the outstanding 
event of 2014.

What should the people living along the 
rehabilitated road expect?

Drivers, travellers and villagers living along the 
rehabilitated road are looking forward to the completion 
of works. The road that crosses the villages will be 
illuminated, and sidewalks and rainwater drains will be 
built to protect households from flooding as we promised 
two years ago when the rehabilitation contracts were 
signed. Waiting shelters will be built, road signs and 
markings will be installed to increase pedestrian safety 
and, last but not least, the communities will benefit 
from good local roads that will facilitate access from 
the rehabilitated road to different social facilities like 
schools, healthcare facilities, village halls, and so on.

This is why we have to work hard in order to put into 
operation a modern road that will surely satisfy both 
drivers and passengers.
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M r. Minister, please describe an  
  operational irrigation system.

An operational irrigation system is  
 based on modern equipment that 

is easy to use and energy-efficient. To have modern 
irrigation systems is the major objective of a competitive 
agriculture. The major challenge in Moldova as of late 
has been the drought that happens not once in 4-5 years, 
but already once every 2-3 years. The droughts are heavy 
and unprecedented. This reality should make everybody 
understand that Moldova has no future without irrigation, 
especially that our country has the required water sources. 
We have two rivers – Nistru and Prut – with the best water 
both for drinking and irrigation. Therefore, water should 
be brought inside the country. We should also consider 
using rainwater accumulation technologies used by 
countries with developed agriculture. 

We look at the country’s need for irrigation in terms of the 
place of Moldova on the markets where our products can be 
competitive because we are competitive with our fruits and 
vegetables, but not our grains. Grains should be grown just 
for the sake of the country’s food safety and animal breeding 
sector. We have to produce what we can sell.

What is the condition of the irrigation systems in 
our country?

According to the statistics, overall there are more than 
144 thousand hectares of irrigable farmland in Moldova. 
At present, however, only 10% of this area is irrigated. As 
a rule, these services are delivered to farmers by the State 
Agency „Apele Moldovei”. Its management admits that the 
irrigation systems inherited from the Soviet times are in 
disrepair. The modern market also has specific requirements 
to the irrigation systems, both in terms of equipment and 
compliance with the soil salinization requirements, energy 
consumption, environmental requirements during the use 
of water resources, and so on.

Once the irrigation systems are rehabilitated, will 
they be attractive to foreign or local investors?

When a public institution has to push forward an initiative 
in the agricultural sector it will be much easier when there 
are real examples, instead of theoretical business plans made 
on computers. In other words, one thing is to sell a story and 
a completely different thing is to see water being pumped to 
farmland and farmers able to deliver quality products.

Certainly the model promoted by the Compact will 
encourage investments by the state and other foreign 
partners and investors. The progress in Moldova happens 
in the following way: nobody cares until the neighbour 
succeeds. When the neighbour is successful, all the 
neighbours want to do what their successful neighbour did. 
Due to the opportunities opened by the foreign donors we 
can value our country’s biggest asset – good managers. From 
this point of view, credit for the progress of the irrigation 
sector reform, including creation and development of the 
Water Users’ Associations, should be given to the Compact. 
Drafting and enactment of the regulatory framework for the 
operation of WUAs, staff training and other activities that 
enable the normal operation of WUAs would have taken 
much more time without Compact support. This example is 
additional evidence that irrigation is possible only through 
collaborative efforts.

VASILE BUMACOV: MOLDOVAN AGRICULTURE 
HAS NO FUTURE WITHOUT IRRIGATION

The rehabilitation of several irrigation systems started in Moldova in 2013 with Compact support.  
This responsible process is ensured by several entities – MCA Moldova, construction and supervision companies, Water Users’ Associations, 

the Apele Moldovei Agency and the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry as the senior entity in this field.
Vasile Bumacov, Minister of Agriculture, agreed to share the ministry’s position on the challenges  

and achievements of the Moldovan irrigation sector.
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T he Millennium Challenge Corporation  
(MCC) has recently extended the list of 
investments eligible for the Compact Credit 
Facility, meaning that the Compact loans can 

be also disbursed for procurement of irrigation equipment, 
construction of greenhouses or multi-annual plantations: 
orchards and vineyards for table grapes.

At present the Compact loans are disbursed for post-
harvest infrastructure – procurement, construction of 
and procurement of equipment for cold storage and 
procurement of associated land, procurement of equipment 
for processing, sorting, packing fruits, vegetables and 
grapes, procurement of quality control lab equipment, 
procurement of trucks and/or trailers for food products, 
among others.

The Millennium Challenge Account (MCA Moldova) and 
MCC are also considering reducing the minimum amount of 
the Compact loans from 20 thousand to 10 thousand USD. 
In the view of MCA Moldova, once this amount is reduced, 
more small businesses will be able to apply for Compact 
loans, while the businesswomen, given that they are 
generally more cautious in taking loans, will be more open 

to apply for loans to invest in the post-harvest infrastructure 
and other sectors of high-value agriculture.

MCA Moldova has started revising the procedures for 
disbursement of Compact loans, so that at the beginning 
of the next year businesses can apply for loans for new 
investments.

At present the Compact loans are meant for peasant 
farms, small farmers, micro, small and medium businesses 
operating in the food and agriculture sectors, and 
cooperatives or other forms of association of agricultural 
producers, created and managed both by women and men in 
the Chisinau municipality (except for the town of Chisinau), 
TAU Gagauzia and the rayons of Ungheni, Nisporeni, Leova, 
Cahul, Orhei, Criuleni, Dubasari, Anenii Noi, Telenesti, 
Calarasi, Straseni, Hincesti and Cantemir. The loans are 
disbursed through several banks - Moldova Agroindbank, 
Moldindconbank, Mobiasbanca-Groupe Societe Generale, 
Victoriabank, Energbank, Banca Socială and Comerțbank.

The businesses that receive Compact loans are exempted 
from VAT and customs duties for the goods/works/services 
procured with those loans, while the interest rate can be 
subsidized by the state.

THE COMPACT WILL OFFER NEW 
POSSIBILITIES FOR AGRICULTURAL 

ENTREPRENEURS
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More than 120 apple producers and 
agricultural equipment suppliers from 
the northern districts of Moldova - 
Edineț, Briceni, Dondușeni, Rîșcani, 

Ocnița, Soroca - participated in a Regional Forum for Apple 
Producers, organized by the Agricultural Competitiveness 
and Enterprise Development Proiect (ACED) on Thursday, 
November 28, 2013, at the Paradis Hotel in Edineț. 

ACED presented a summary of the training and technical 
assistance the Project has provided for apple growers in 
northern Moldova, as well as the results of international 
study tours to Poland and Italy that the Project organized 
during 2013. Dr. Oleg Stiopca, ACED’s Training Specialist 
and moderator at the Forum, said that the Project has so 
far organized 32 training seminars on apple production 
which were attended by 817 farmers. The participants at 

the Forum also learned about demonstration activities 
on modern apple production techniques that have 
been organized by ACED – such as the frost protection 
equipment FrostBuster, the iMetos weather stations for 
orchards, and manufacturing of packaging for apples, 
among others. 

ACED staff had arranged a display of about 20 different 
apple varieties that are currently being produced in 
Moldova, with samples available so that participants 
could taste each variety and compare it with the others. 
More than 70 apple producers in northern Moldova have 
adopted innovations on apple production promoted by 
ACED, and the total area where they are now used covers 
2,030 hectares. The ACED Project has also facilitated a 
total of 2.3 million dollars in new investments in apple 
orchards in Moldova so far. 

ACED ORGANIZES AN APPLE 
PRODUCERS FORUM IN 
NORTHERN MOLDOVA
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Other topics at the Forum were the topics of ACED 
seminars, new pruning techniques, crop protection and 
fertilization systems for orchards, the use of chemical 
and mechanical flower and fruit thinning, testing and 
the adoption of new varieties, the use of harvesting 
platforms, post-harvest and storage management, 
preparations in orchards for the winter season and 
protection against hail and frost, the use of weather 
stations, and the establishment of new orchards. Many 
producers shared their experience in implementing 
the technologies as a result of cooperation with the 
ACED Project, and mentioned the importance of the 
contributions the Project has made to achieve their 
objectives – either to obtain higher quality fruit, a 
larger crop, or to identify new partners or clients. 

Information on buyer requirements in the European 
Union and the Russian Federation for imported apples 
were presented as well. ACED Marketing Specialist 
Alexandru Belschi made an an assessment of marketing 
prospects for Moldovan apples based on ACED’s end 
market studies conducted in the Baltic States, Germany, 
Poland, Romania, Russia, and Moldova. He informed 
the participants on the results of Moldovan apple 
producer’s participation at select international trade 
shows – including FruitLogistica (Germany) and World 
Food Moscow (Russia) – and he announced that ACED 

will organize the first ever participation of Moldovan 
apple producers at the GulFood international trade 
show, which will take place in Dubai, the United Arab 
Emirates, in February 2014. 

All participants at the Forum received a set of ACED 
publications related to apple production, with the 
main items being the guides on “Apple Production” 
and “Apple Seedling Production”, as well as a complete 
collection of the ACED technical bulletins for apple 
production. The producers had the opportunity 
to interact with representatives of 12 suppliers of 
agricultural equipment and services, of banks and 
chambers of commerce, which exhibited their offers 
and products during the Forum.

At the conclusion of the event, ACED Chief of 
Party Jim Herne awarded certificates of excellence to 
participants, which recognized the most innovative 
apple producer, the best host of ACED training events, 
the best regional service provider, the best technical 
consultant for apples, and the most active participant 
at the ACED seminars. 

The ACED Project will continue to organize similar 
forums in the future, with a focus on the central and 
southern regions of the country. These forums will 
involve not only apple producers but also farmers who 
grow table grapes, peaches, plums, and other fruit. 
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At the end of 2013 MCA Moldova, together 
with the construction companies 
contracted to rehabilitate the Sarateni-
Soroca road and the irrigation systems 

carried out a number of activities as part of the 
international campaign of 16 days of activism against 
gender violence. This campaign included awareness-
raising events for the people living in the localities 
crossed by the Sarateni-Soroca road, including a 
drawing competition for the pupils in the localities 
along this road and the localities in the areas of the 
irrigation systems on the Nistru River. 

More than 550 adults took part in these events. They 
were informed about domestic violence and had the 
opportunity to exchange views with the experts of 
the contracted companies on violence prevention and 
how women can gain confidence and stop tolerating 

violence. A special focus of these trainings was on the 
role of the social assistants and local governments 
in these localities to protect the victims of domestic 
violence.

This campaign also included awareness raising 
activities for the people in the project areas and 
the staff of the companies contracted under the 
Compact on trafficking in people, HIV/AIDS and non-
discrimination.

The drawing competition was a chance for more 
than 5000 pupils from 19 schools to express in a 
unique manner their position on violence and its 
forms, pleading for a better and more tolerant world. 
The winners received for their creativity and messages 
depicted in pictures symbolic awards – dictionaries and 
sports equipment from contractors and MCA Moldova, 
while about 200 pupils received nominal prizes.

THE COMPACT  
INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS ARE, 

ABOVE ALL, INVESTMENTS  
IN PEOPLE
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At one of the award events in the town of Soroca, 
Valentina Badrajan, the executive director of MCA 
Moldova, greeted the pupils and said that the award 
event coincided in a symbolic manner with the 
International Human Rights Day. The investments of 
the foreign donors would be pointless if we don’t build 
a society based on tolerance and respect for human 
rights, Mrs. Badrajan added. 

Reiff Veit, STRABAG manager in Moldova, stressed 
that the involvement of the construction companies in 
the communities’ social life is not a frequent practice 
in the infrastructure rehabilitation programs. He 
appreciated the opportunity offered by the Compact 
to help develop the society and said that the children’s 
drawings and the way they depicted their attitude to 
violence touched him. 

Alina Catan, the headmaster of the high school in 
Rublenita, the rayon of Soroca, in turn, confessed that, 
unfortunately, violence is also present in schools. This 
is why the drawing competition is also educational in 
its essence, promoting tolerance and equity, diversity 
and respect. The children were also encouraged by the 
head of the rayon of Soroca, Victor Sau, who said that 
the fact that they demonstrated both their talent and 
attitude to violence is important.

Besides the above-mentioned activities, MCA 
Moldova, jointly with the construction companies, 

delivered in November-December training against 
trafficking in people for their staff working on the 
construction sites on the rehabilitated road and the 
Lopatna and Criuleni irrigation systems. Overall 
about 200 local and foreign workers took part in these 
workshops.

The importance of the Compact’s social activities 
derives from the objectives of the Compact that aims to 
make investments in infrastructure and in people, who 
will benefit from the Compact projects. These activities 
are based on the idea that it is impossible to develop a 
modern economy unless the social values are adopted, 
and when the people are no more than consumers of 
goods. The practice shows that these investments will 
be sustainable and will ensure social welfare when their 
profitability is measured against the social progress as 
well, resulting from the investments. Therefore, this 
is already the third year in a row that MCA Moldova 
joins the efforts of the international organizations 
that share the human rights approach in road and 
agricultural infrastructure projects. At one of the 
award events, Valentina Buliga, the minister of labor 
and social protection, said that the Compact activities 
significantly contribute to the implementation of the 
Action Plan of the National Gender Equality Program, 
implementation of social policies and, most important, 
creation of social and family peace.
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On December 20 the Consultative Group 
elected Sergiu Harea as its chairman. 
This is Mr. Harea’s second term after he 
chaired the Consultative Group for two 

years. He is the manager of the Economic Development 
Department of the Chamber of Industry and Commerce 
and a professional with about 20 years of experience in 
the agriculture and economic sectors, with high moral 
qualities and initiative. He was supported without any 
reserves by all the Consultative Group members.

The Consultative Group members also discussed 
the arrangements related to their agenda for the next 
year and the ways the CG’s recommendations can be 
implemented by the Compact players.

The CG recommended holding generic meetings next 
year, including on the construction sites of the Sarateni-
Soroca road and in the localities where Compact 
rehabilitates irrigation systems and that experts of 
the contractors and authorities should be invited to 
these meetings. The CG members also asked that joint 
meetings should be held with the representatives of the 
MCA Moldova Steering Committee.

According to the regulations on the operation of 
MCA Moldova and CG the latter’s chairman chairs the 

meetings and has the right to convene the CG meetings. 
The members of the Consultative Group are not paid for 
their work in this entity.

In his address to the CG members, the newly elected 
chairman said that transparency of the activities 
carried out by MCA Moldova is a key to the successful 
implementation of the Compact. Therefore, the 
mission of the Consultative Group is to contribute to  
a fair and transparent dialogue with the civil society,  
Mr. Harea said.

The Consultative Group of MCA Moldova has seven 
members, each elected for a two-year term. Three 
members represent the civil society, two members 
represent the private sector, and other two represent 
the local governments. The mission of the Consultative 
Group is to ensure an ongoing dialogue between MCA 
Moldova and its beneficiaries, representatives of the 
civil society and public authorities during the Compact 
implementation. The role of the Consultative Group is to 
formulate recommendations and suggestions related to 
the implementation of projects by MCA Moldova, keeping 
the interested persons (private sector, civil society, local 
governments) updated on the project status and consult 
MCA Moldova in relation to its activities. 

MCA MOLDOVA CONSULTATIVE GROUP 
DESIGNATED ITS CHAIRMAN
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In 2013 MCA Moldova carried out different 
communication and outreach activities 
meant to ensure the access of the public at 
large, representatives of central and local 

governments, local and international partners to the 
information about the progress made by the Compact.
Mass media representatives have always been present 
at the public events held by MCA Moldova and over time 
have become committed partners for the Compact who 
keep the public informed about the status of the project 
activities – rehabilitation of the Sarateni-Soroca road, 
rehabilitation of the irrigation systems, disbursement 

of credits, and other Compact activities. 
In 2013 MCA Moldova was present in the local and 

national media both through public events and press 
releases and field visits for mass media to get first-
hand information. According to the media monitoring 
reports, the total number of media appearances of the 
Compact amounted to about 600 in TV, radio, written 
media and news websites. Seventy-one national and 
local mass media were monitored for this purpose.

A critical achievement that brings the public closer 
to the Compact construction sites was designation of 
communicators by MCA Moldova’s contractors.

COMPACT TRANSPARENCY MEANS 
PARTICIPATION OF THE PUBLIC IN THE 

EFFICIENT AND TIMELY IMPLEMENTATION 
OF THE PLANNED ACTIVITIES
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For the purpose of transparency and understanding 
of the Compact objectives, MCA Moldova held at the 
end of 2013 a workshop for 14 journalists to address 
the most efficient mechanisms of cooperation with 
mass media, the public’s expectations and the steps to 
be taken by the MCA Moldova team to live up to these 
expectations.

”The Compact is the most generous investment of 
the U.S. Government in Moldova both as a large –scale 
investment in the country’s economy and as a source 
of information for a large part of our people”, said 
the journalist Alexandru Canțîr, chairman of Media 
Freedom Committee and facilitator of the event. 

Following the debates between the MCA Moldova 
team, journalists and the representatives of the U.S. 

Embassy and Millennium Challenge Corporation a 
number of recommendations were formulated meant 
to increase transparency of and facilitate the access 
to information. In the view of most of the participants 
in the event, the field visits ensure a higher degree of 
transparency and quality of the works carried out on 
the construction sites on the road and at irrigation 
systems, and they increase a sound „competition” 
among journalists.

As for the media stories that derive from the public’s 
information needs, the journalists said that these 
stories relate to the quality of works and materials used, 
risks and negative impact of the construction works 
on the population, the environmental impact and the 
post-harvest investments.
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53 900 000

43 673 916

The value of all signed 
construction contracts for 
agricultural irrigation
investments using Compact 
funds. US Dollars

PERFORMANCE OF INDICATORS IN 
COMPACT IMPLEMENTATION

11

11

Number of WUAs 
registered under new 
specific WUA law

9

11

Number of WUAs having at 
least 20% of board member 
positions filled by women

11

7

WUAs that have 
Management Transfer 
Agreement signed

Planned Actual
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The value of agricultural 
loans and rural loans 
disbursed for on-farm, 
off-farm, and rural 
investments within AAF. 
US Dollars

9 500 000

4 822 782

122 000 000

93 000 000

92 741 648

36 918 144

The value of all 
construction contracts
signed for the 
reconstruction and
rehabilitation of Sărăteni-
Soroca road. US Dollars

The value of disbursement 
for all contracts signed with 
contractors for construction 
or rehabilitation of Sărăteni-
Soroca road. US Dollars

2 000

3 076

Number of participants in 
the road safety trainings for 
women and children

Planned Actual

10500

15510

Operational cold-storage 
capacity of high value 
agriculture post-harvest 
structures financed under 
the AAF. Unit: Metric tones
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CONTRACTS AWARDED IN

Procurement ID: NPP/PA&A/G/S/133/252
Project Name: Program Administration 
and Audit
Method of Procurement: Shopping
Awarded To: Arscom SRL (Moldova)
Contract Price: 25,081.60 MDL
Duration of Contract: Short-term
Scope of Contract: Audio-interfon and 
Control Acces System
Date of Award: October 10, 2013

Procurement ID: PP7/THVAP/G/S/36-1/251
Project Name: Transition to High Value 
Agriculture Project
Method of Procurement: Shopping
Awarded To: AQUATIC INFORMATICS 
Inc., Canada
Contract Price: USD 70,000.00
Duration of Contract: 19 calendar days
Scope of Contract: Procurement of River 
Basin Modeling Softwar
Date of Award: October 17, 2013

Procurement ID: PP7/PA&A/CS/LCS/03/257
Project Name: Program Administration 
and Audit
Method of Procurement: Least Cost 
Selection
Awarded To: ICS KPMG Moldova SRL 
(Moldova)
Contract Price: USD 109,800.00 
Duration of Contract: December 30, 2015
Scope of Contract: Program Audit Services
Date of Award: October 19, 2013

Procurement ID: PP6/PA&A/CS/CQS/16/255
Project Name: Program Administration and 
Audit
Method of Procurement: Selection based 
on Consultants Qualifications 
Awarded To: AEGIS GRUP SRL
Contract Price: USD 3,560.00
Duration of Contract: Short-term
Scope of Contract: Time Management  
Training
Date of Award: October 22, 2013

Procurement ID: NPP/PA&A/G/S/135/263
Project Name: Program Administration 
and Audit
Method of Procurement: Shopping
Awarded To: SC Echim Art SRL
Contract Price: USD 4,080.00 
Duration of Contract: Short-term
Scope of Contract: Supply of protective 
and road safety equipment
Date of Award: November 01, 2013

Procurement ID: PP6/PA&A/CS/IC/28/269
Project Name: Program Administration 
and Audit
Method of Procurement: Individual Con-
sultant 
Awarded To: Laura Casey
Contract Price: USD 17,254.00
Duration of Contract: 6 weeks
Scope of Contract:  
Provision of Occupational Health and Safety 
Training in Construction Infrastructure
Date of Award: November 08, 2013

Procurement ID: NPP/PA&A/NCS/S/106/264
Project Name: Program Administration 
and Audit
Method of Procurement: Shopping 
Awarded To: SIA Moldasig S.A. (Moldova)
Contract Price: 1,039.50 MDL
Duration of Contract: 1 year
Scope of Contract: Car Insurance AORCA 
2014 (Ford S-Max)
Date of Award: November 11, 2013

Procurement ID: NPP/PA&A/NCS/S/106/265
Project Name: Program Administration and 
Audit
Method of Procurement: Shopping 
Awarded To: SIA Moldasig S.A. (Moldova)
Contract Price: 1,039.50 MDL
Duration of Contract: 1 year
Scope of Contract: Car Insurance AORCA 
2014 (Ford Mondeo 1)
Date of Award: November 11, 2013

Procurement ID: NPP/PA&A/NCS/S/106/266
Project Name: Program Administration 
and Audit
Method of Procurement: Shopping 
Awarded To: SIA Moldasig S.A. (Moldova)
Contract Price: 1,039.50 MDL
Duration of Contract: 1 year
Scope of Contract: Car Insurance AORCA 
2014 (Ford Mondeo 2)
Date of Award: November 11, 2013

Procurement ID: NPP/PA&A/NCS/S/106/267
Project Name: Program Administration 
and Audit
Method of Procurement: Shopping 
Awarded To: SIA Moldasig S.A. (Moldova)
Contract Price: 1,039.50 MDL
Duration of Contract: 1 year
Scope of Contract: Car Insurance AORCA 
2014 (Ford Mondeo 3)
Date of Award: November 11, 2013

Procurement ID: NPP/PA&A/NCS/S/106/268
Project Name: Program Administration 
and Audit
Method of Procurement: Shopping 
Awarded To: SIA Moldasig S.A. (Moldova)
Contract Price: 1,039.50 MDL
Duration of Contract: 1 year
Scope of Contract: Car Insurance AORCA 
2014 (Nissan Pathfinder)
Date of Award: November 11, 2013

ProcurementID: PP5/THVAP/CS/QCBS/14/270
Project Name: Transition to High Value  
Agriculture
Method of Procurement: Quality and Cost 
Based Selection
Awarded To: EGIS EAU, France
Contract Price:  
USD 1,293,651.00 Base Period
USD 668,426.00 Option Period
Duration of Contract: 
Base Period 12 months
Option Period 21 months
Scope of Contract: Construction Supervision 
of the Works Contract(s) for the Rehabilitation 
of the Centralized Irrigation Systems along 
Nistru River (‘Jora de Jos’, ‘Cosnita’, ‘Puhaceni’ 
& ‘Roscani’)
Date of Award: November 14, 2013
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Procurement ID: PP7/THVAP/CS/IC/27/273
Project Name: Transition to High Value 
Agriculture Project
Method of Procurement: Individual Con-
sultant
Awarded To: Titu Criveti (Romania)
Contract Price: USD 87,600.00
Duration of Contract: 12 months
Scope of Contract: Provision of CISRA 
Contract Management Expert Services
Date of Award: November 18, 2013

Procurement ID: NPP/PA&A/G/S/138/271-272
Project Name: Program Administration and 
Audit
Method of Procurement: Shopping
Awarded To: “Editura Cartier” SRL
Contract Price: 
6,616.00 MDL
9,097.00 MDL
Duration of Contract: Short-term
Scope of Contract: Procurement of sets of 
dictionaries
Date of Award: November 25, 2013

Procurement ID: PP7/PA&A/CS/CQS/17/274
Project Name: Program Administration 
and Audit
Method of Procurement: Selection based 
on Consultants’ Qualifications 
Awarded To: SC Echim Art SRL
Contract Price: USD 22,574.00
Duration of Contract: December 31, 2013
Scope of Contract: Design, Layout and 
Printing Services
Date of Award: November 29, 2013

Procurement ID: PP8/THVAP/G/S/38/279
Project Name: Transition to High Value 
Agriculture Project
Method of Procurement: Shopping
Awarded To: AV MACROCOM SRL,  
Moldova
Contract Price: USD 180,178.00
Duration of Contract: within 62 calendar 
days
Scope of Contract: Procurement of 
Equipment and Appliances for River Basin 
Management Platform CP 1
Date of Award: December 5, 2013

Procurement ID: NPP/PA&A/NCS/S/136/278
Project Name: Program Administration 
and Audit
Method of Procurement: Shopping
Awarded To: IM TRANSELIT SA
Contract Price: 70,371.00 MDL
Duration of Contract: 1 year
Scope of Contract: CASCO Car Insurance 
Services
Date of Award: December 11, 2013

OCTOBER - DECEMBER 2013
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The newsletter is produced by the Millennium Challenge Account Moldova.
The information provided in this newsletter does not represent the views or positions of 

the Millennium Challenge Corporation or the US Government.

Editorial team:
Inga Burlacu, Information and communication director, MCA Moldova

Ana Racu, Outreach officer, MCA Moldova

Victor Garstea, photographer

Сornelia Ursu, translator
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