
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The applications submitted by 11 agricultural producers to buy irrigation 

equipment in leasing have been approved for funding. They amount to 10 475 

422 MDL. These funds will be used to procure irrigation equipment and other 

machines for high value agriculture and are provided by the U.S. Government’s 

Compact through the 2KR project. 

The selected applicants have already paid the first instalment amounting to 25% 

of the investment and are expected to pay the remaining amount in instalments 

over the next 3 years.  

Serghei Grijancovschi, the director of SRL ”Monsterax-GSG” from Cosnita, 

Dubasari, decided to buy equipment for the irrigation system he installed last 

year. “I chose to take advantage of the opportunity provided by the Compact to 

buy equipment through 2KR in instalments. I think this is a great funding 

mechanism. We pay 25% of the amount and the remaining amount over the next 

3 years, while being able to use the equipment immediately after we buy it. We 

bought an irrigation system last year and we need pipes and additional 

equipment. We wanted 2KR to sign the equipment supply agreement with the 

company we have worked with. They did as we wanted and MCA Moldova has 

already approved the transaction. We are happy that we will have water and will 

be able to irrigate our 80 hectares of sour cherry orchard, 32 hectares of apple 

orchard and 8 hectares of plum orchard”, Serghei Grijancovschi says. 
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„We have never had the possibility to buy farming 

equipment in instalments before. The equipment 

that I will buy is expensive and I cannot pay the 

entire amount at once. It costs 16 700 EUR and I 

will pay this amount over the next 3 years. I paid 

the first instalment and I expect the equipment will 

be in the field at the end of May”, Vladimir 

Ciubuc, another agricultural producer, who is also 

from Cosnita, says. 

At the end of March the Millennium Challenge 

Account Moldova and the Implementation and 

Administration Unit of the Growing Food 

Production Project (2KR) launched a mechanism 

for selling equipment and farming machinery with 

the total price up to 100 000 USD per beneficiary 

in instalments. The selected applicants will pay 

about ¼ of the equipment price and the related 

costs in advance, and the remaining amount over 

the next 3 years. To apply to this mechanism 

applicants don’t need additional collateral and may 

buy the equipment from any supplier. This 

mechanism is meant for small and medium 

producers and groups of producers from all over 

Moldova who cannot apply for bank loans because 

of inappropriate collateral or lack of a credit 

history. The total budget of the leasing mechanism 

is 2.2 million USD provided by the Millennium 

Challenge Compact funded by the U.S. 

Government. The equipment and machinery 

bought under this 2KR Leasing Program are 

exempted from VAT and customs duties. 

On the other hand, the eligibility area of the 

Compact Credit Facility has been expanded. 

Starting with April 27, entrepreneurs from all 

across Moldova can apply for funding for 

investments in high value agriculture. 

So far the Credit Facility launched in 2011 has 

disbursed 56 loans with the total amount exceeding 

9.3 million USD. The Compact loans are meant for 

investments in the post-harvest infrastructure such 

as cold storage facilities; fruit and vegetable 

sorting, washing or processing equipment, as well 

as multiannual plantations, greenhouses, 

procurement of irrigation equipment etc. 

Farmers may receive Compact loans through the 

following banks: Moldova Agroindbank, 

Energbank, FinComBank, Moldindconbank, 

Mobiasbanca Groupe Societe Generale, Victoria 

Bank and Comertbank. 

The Compact loans range from 5 000 USD to 600 

000 USD (or the equivalent in MDL or Euro) and 

are provided for 3 to 7 years. On the other hand, 

the goods/works/services procured with the 

Compact loans are exempted from VAT and the 

customs duties. 
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The 28-year old businessman, Piotr Ianioglo from 

Cioc-Maidan, Comrat, successfully farms together 

with his father 3.5 ha of land. He graduated from 

the Finance and Banks School of the Academy of 

Economic Studies of Moldova and does not have 

an educational background in farming, but he 

inherited the love for land from his father – former 

collective farm leader and today director of Maidan 

Grup SRL. Poitr Ianioglo is the manager of this 

company that was established in 2000 by 18 

landowners. They succeeded to keep the land plots 

of the former company consolidated and assets 

intact. Today Maidan Grup grows fruits, grapes 

and field crops: wheat, corn, sunflower. The 

multiannual plantations cover about 500 hectares. 

”The orchards and vineyards were old and 

productivity was very low. We cleared the old 

plantations and in 2006 started planting new 

orchards in order to develop our business and 

become profitable. At first we worked with 

domestic producers of seedlings: plum, peach,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

table grape. Later we established contacts with 

Italian companies for delivery of vine seedlings. 

They were of a high quality, virus-free - varieties 

with high productivity. Now we work with the 

Italians only. This year they delivered to us hazel, 

pear and plum, nectarine saplings. We have planted 

about 30 varieties of plums already”, says the 

young manager with excitement. 

The company from Cioc-Maidan intends to plant 

fruits that are highly demanded on the European 

Union market.  

Maidan Grup has 100 permanent employees and 

more staff during the seasonal works. The 

company’s management claims that the people are 

legally employed and salaries and taxes are paid on 

time. In 2006-2007 the company received the best 

taxpayer title and is trying to maintain this 

standard. Out of the 8 founders left, 4 are women. 

The company’s founders also work for the 

company: they are agronomists, accountants. The 

At 28 he farms more than 3 thousand hectares of land 
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management believes that when the founders are 

employed at the company there is more interest and 

responsibility for the business. 

”We take loans to develop our company. Over the 

years we took loans through various projects or 

directly from banks. Last year I found out about the 

Compact Credit Facility. We took a MDL 3.3 

million loan at good terms. Traditionally we 

imported saplings from Italy and they were 

exempted from the VAT and the customs duties. 

The loan repayment term is 5 years – this is very 

good for us”, Mr. Ianioglo adds.  

Every year Maidan Grup SRL takes two loans – 

one short-term loan to buy current assets and the 

other one for a long term to buy fixed assets. „The 

long-term loans are for at least 5 years because we 

don’t know what will happen in time. If we don’t 

manage to sell our products, we need to be sure 

about tomorrow. We are a respectable company, 

which cares about its image and reputation. If we 

don’t have a good year, we try to pay both loans by 

mid-October to be able to apply for other funding 

in the next year”, the manager says. 

He says it is possible to develop a farming business 

with the right approach and hard work and that 

there will always be a market to sell the products, 

because people always want to eat. Why should the 

European countries have better products than we 

do when 98% of the arable land in Moldova has 

chernozem considered to be the most productive 

soil? Why was Moldova a flourishing orchard in 

the Soviet times and it cannot be so today? We are 

a small country and the amount of products is not 

so big. What we need is to have quality products, 

Piotr claims. 

Maidan Grup sells its fruits on the domestic 

market. In future it intends to build a cold storage 

facility and a packing facility to rise to a higher 

level of production and post-harvesting. 

”The major challenge is lack of skilled workers. It 

is very hard to find young and skilled specialists in 

farming to work for our company. The young 

people choose to leave abroad to make money, but 

I think that the skilled workers could get big 

salaries in Moldova too. Frankly speaking, I could 

hardly imagine working in this sector, but later I 

compared the benefits I could get in the finance 

sector and in the farming sector. These are 

completely different things. I work for me and I 

know that the final result depends on my work. 

This is what motivates me. I like what I do; I enjoy 

seeing my trees growing and caring for them. This 

is the real life. I am sure that if we continue 

focusing on farming, Moldova will become a 

prosperous country. Farming is a sector that is 

worth investing. I would like my children to inherit 

my love for this sector”, the young businessman 

concludes. 
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The rehabilitation of the national Sarateni-Soroca 

road has transfigured the villages it crosses. 

Villagers from Gura Camencii, Floresti rayon, are 

grateful to the Compact not just for a rehabilitated 

road, but also for the access infrastructure – 

sidewalks, school yards, new bus stations.  

The villagers say that although they did not take 

part in the construction works, they got involved in 

related activities. Together with the local 

government, the school promoted an appropriate 

behaviour among children and adults during the 

construction works. 

Valentina Perebecauțan, Gura Camencii school 

principal, believes that the village has been really 

lucky to have the road rehabilitated.  

”All our expectations are mirrored in what has 

been done. A huge work has been done. The 

rehabilitation of the road was an answer to many 

problems. The road to the schools has become 

more accessible for children. 

There was a lot of mud before rehabilitation; no 

pedestrian crossings; children were at risk of 

getting hit by cars when they crossed the road. In 

the meantime our school has become a district one 

and the number of children has increased from 175 

to 210. Children from three villages –Gura 

Camencii, Gvozdova and Bobulesti, learn here. In 

the past children went to the schools where they 

lived, but after the road was rehabilitated they 

started going to our school. There are sidewalks. 

Before sidewalks were built, the Bobulesti children 

had to walk in unauthorized places, they were 

unsafe and we used to ask teachers to join them. 

Now they cross the road on pedestrian crossing. 

We held some lectures for children to teach them 

traffic rules, while the students from upper grades 

after classes use to help the younger ones to cross 

the road”, Mrs. Perebecauțan says.  

Before rehabilitation the school did not have a 

good yard. Part of it was paved with gravel, 

because there was no money to asphalt the entire 

yard. 

The rehabilitated Sarateni-Soroca road transfigures villages  
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It has been asphalted with the Compact support, 

and there are sidewalks to WCs and the children no 

longer have to walk in mud. The yard looks nice 

and neat and it is easy to maintain it.  

 

 

Cărbune Cristina, 8
th

 grade, Gura Camencii 

school 

There was a lot of gravel in our school’s yard. 

When we played or ran during breaks we could fall 

and hit ourselves. Now the yard is asphalted. We 

would also like to have a nice playground in future. 

I would like to thank the American people for 

building a good and nice road, which is safe and 

easier to cross.  

 

 

Tăbîrță Cristina, 8th grade, Gura Camencii 

school 

The new road is easy to cross. We are safe because 

the pedestrian crossings in front of the school and 

the road signs are visible. In the past the pedestrian 

crossings were not visible and drivers used to 

ignore them and it was difficult for us to cross the 

road. Now there are road signs even near the 

school and drivers have become more careful. 

Mihail Beiu, the Gura Camencii mayor, claims that 

the new road will open an opportunity for parents 

to start new businesses, improving the life of the 

young generation and increasing the standard of 

living in the village. Children from several 

villages, including Gura Camencii, who go to the 

Russian high school in Floresti, every morning take 

the school bus from the Ghindesti town to get to 

the school in the rayonal center. The good road 

makes it easier for them to reach the main road and 

get on the bus. 

 

 

Nicolae Eriomenco, school bus driver 

The Sarateni-Soroca road is a very good road. 

Unfortunately drivers are not responsible and drive 

at high speed. I have been working as a driver for 

more than 45 years and I could see how its 

condition was becoming worse in particular over 

the last years. 

 Now we have a road that enables us to save fuel, 

money for car repair and reduce the travel time. I 

take around 30 children from Ghindesti, Gura 

Camencii, Gvozdova, Bobulesti to and from the 

Russian school in Falesti from Monday to Friday. I 

love driving from Ghindesti to Gura Camencii. 

Unfortunately the remaining a couple of kilometres 

to Floresti are in disrepair. The difference between 

the rehabilitate road and the other roads is huge. As 

a driver I wish all the Moldovan roads were as the 

Sarateni-Soroca road is. 
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Valentina Perebecauțan,  Gura Camencii school 

principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The experts of the National Agency for 

Archaeology (NAA) continue the research of the  

The Gura Camencii school principal says she is 

trying to bring up a better and more responsible 

generation. “This is possible if we, the adults, 

behave the same way. The work that was done in 

our village is huge and expensive. Our mission is 

to make it sustainable. We have a good road that 

was rehabilitated not just for one or two years. This 

made us insist on the transformation of our village 

and the school staff and local government decided 

to involve in an environmental project that aims to 

install waste sorting garbage cans. Hopefully by 

the end of this project people will understand that 

in a couple of years we will drown in our own 

waste and we will not manage to maintain the road 

as it is now or other important things. The garbage 

cans have not been installed yet, we still need to 

calculate the fee for this service and increase the 

awareness of villagers”, Mrs. Perebecautan adds. 

 

 

 

 

 

graves and things discovered during the 

reconstruction of the Blindesti irrigation system in 

the Ungheni rayon supported by the Compact. 

Vlad Vornic, the NAA director, says that the 

archaeologists have been working on the Medeleni 

site for three weeks already. They discovered first 

a grave and, after further research, the entire 

archaeological site – an ancient cemetery with 

several graves dating from the Roman Empire era, 

first-second century AD. 

”We have found a necropolis that belongs to a 

people of Iranian origin called Sarmatians. This is 

a cemetery the size of which we don’t know yet. 

We will know it in the coming days. We have 

discovered 4 graves so far. There are things made 

of gold in one of them. It is an amphora-shaped 

filigree earring – unique for Moldova, an amulet 

pendant with golden edges and a glass tube in the 

middle containing a white substance. We are trying 

to find out what this substance is”, Vlad Vornic 

adds. 

Three of the discovered skeletons belong to 

women, while the fourth one to a child, experts 

Archaeologists continue research in the Compact areas  
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say. Glass beads, pottery, axle disks were among 

the things found in graves. A team made of NAA 

representatives and anthropologists from Romania 

are studying the finds and plan to expand the 

research on more than 2 500 square meters. 

In the meantime, archaeological excavations are in 

full swing near the irrigation system rehabilitated 

with the Compact support in Leova. There is a 

medieval site with several tumuli with human 

remains belonging to migratory peoples who lived 

in the south of the country. The archaeological site 

covers a quite big area of around 2 hectares.   

The excavations made from April 25 to 29 in 

Filipeni found a big common burial dating from the 

second century AD. According to the 

archaeologists’ estimations, Sarmatian tribal chiefs 

used to be buried there. Archaeologists identified 

several human remains, arrowheads, a gold foil and 

a ring and a human vertebra with an arrowhead in 

it. The finds will be subjected to further 

investigations and research to determine their age. 

Afterwards, the finds with a bigger historical value 

will be displayed at the National Museum of 

History and Ethnography.   

Scientifically, these archaeological finds generate 

relevant assumptions about the genesis, existence 

and occupations, including customs and religious 

traditions of human settlements that populated our 

country both in the prehistoric and medieval times. 

”It is important to us to recover these unique 

vestiges, because they will make an important 

collection in the thesaurus of the National History 

Museum of Moldova. We have the full support of 

MCA Moldova, that is aware that these vestiges 

need to be recovered, and also the support of the 

construction companies”, the NAA director 

concluded. 

Through its support for the National 

Archaeological Agency, MCA Moldova wishes to 

contribute to the promotion of historical and 

cultural values in Moldova, so as the Compact to 

be associated, besides economic investments, with 

a significant contribution to our social values.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


